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The Seaport Plan has not resolved all problems. Competition be-
tween Bay Area cities and their ports reemerges from time to time,
ports still face competition for land from commercial developers,
federal approval and permits for dredging operate outside the plan,
and interregional port competition still exists (Dahms 1992). None-
theless, the plan has had many successes. For example, according to
MTC, the Bay Area ports, absent the disruptions caused by the Loma
Prieta earthquake of 1989, achieved good highway access, partly
because of the priority setting by MTC for major highway projects
needed to serve the ports (Dahms 1992). The success of this effort
appears to have required state enabling legislation (both for environ-
mental protection and for regional transportation planning in which
the regulatory agencies had the authority to make decisions) and a
willingness to cooperate. Without the power of BCDC to approve
permits and the ability of MTC to coordinate transportation invest-
ments, the ports may never have agreed to cooperate (Fay 1985).
From the perspective of many in the port industry, the regional plan-
ning process has not been as successful as promised. The permitting
process is still slow, and federal permits are not governed by the
process. Most would agree, however, that there has been value in
bringing the many parties with an interest in the bay together into a
single forum in which conflicting interests can be negotiated.

Port officials who compete with one another in the same region will
have difficulty accepting this approach, but environmental con-
straints and limited transportation funds already restrict the ability of
ports to expand their facilities when other ports in the same region
are underused. Regional planning that coordinates environmental
and transportation plans represents a way of balancing environmen-
tal and transportation goals that has had some success. The commit-
tee recommends that metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs)
consider both development and environmental needs in a port region
when analyzing port access needs. The ability to exercise these oppor-
tunities may require specific state action to enable and empower re-
gional planning organizations to develop and implement regional
plans; where required, states should grant such authority.

Expedited Permitting

The most common lament about working with environmental protec-
tion agencies is the length of time it takes to obtain permits. Some